EU: a peace process

Does European peace represent nothing more then our own peace of mind?

The creation of the European Union will go down in history as one of the most remarkable achievements of the twentieth century. Within fifty years time several souvereign countries integrated into one European society, bringing stability into a region which has been torn by violence and wars all throughout history. The results of this process of political and economic integration are impressive and substantial: One Europe, No borders, One currency, Equal rights and Economic prosperity. The highly intensified cooperation between the European countries proves that the European continent is no longer subject to what we call the tower of Bable effect. Different languages and cultures not only coexist but also communicate and cooperate.

Looking at the successes of European integration mentioned above, and considering the fact that no war has occurred between the European member states since the start of the integration process, the conclusion that the integration resulted to peace is easily drawn.

But peace is more then just the absence of war. The dictionary mentions three more definitions. Peace is (1) a state of calmth and quietness ,(2) a state of good and normal political relations and (3) a clear conscience or peace of mind.

As mentioned above, letting go of borders and borderchecks is one of the many achievements of the Union.This policy, laid down in the Schengen Agreement (1995), doesn’t just facilitate businesstransports but also gives the inhabitants of the Union the thrill of being able to travel freely from north to south and gives more and more students the opportunity to study abroad. Still, there is a downside to the agreement. Schengen might have enriched our lives in some way or the other, but some have had to pay a high price for our European stability. A group of people not sharing in any of the benefits of the Union and the Schengen-Agreement are the migrants. Non –Europeans are less and less welcome in the EU, and even migrants from within the European continent (Kosovo) are being refused entrance.

 It is said that in many ways Kosovo was a testcase for the European Union as a whole and European “refugee-management” in specific. The resulting European response to the conflict created a double standard. The violence in Kosovo was judged firmly with qualifications as etnic cleansing, genocide and war crimes, but at the same time the Union was taking steps to make sure refugees from Kosovo wouldn’t be able to enter its territory. 

The Schengen-countries enabled the EU to label the refugees as illigal immigrants and installed a special Schengen-Taskforce to watch over the implementation of the Schengen policy. This Taskforce intensified the cooperation between European police and migration-services and intensified the bordercontrols on the outside of the Union. Thanks to Schengen visa were almost unattainable for Eastern-Europeans and illigal immigrants who were caught on their mission were sentenced to detention. All these measurements gave the Union its nickname “Fort Europe”.

A second method used to make sure refugees wouldn’t reach the Union consisted of the installment of a military fence around the Eastern-European warzone. The military had to prevent the war from spreading itself to other regions but also made it impossible for the inhabitants of the warzone to flee. Humanitarian aid had to be given inside the warzone and refugeecamps were installed within the region and in neighbouring countries Albania, Montenegro and Macedonia, all countries with limited resources for the job. 

Although these days with help of the EU the situation in Kosovo has stabalized, it’s difficult to say whether the performance to which the Union contributed can be referred to as a peace-process. At this point we can say that in Kosovo there is an absence of war. Still, if we look at the other definitions of peace, for example peace as a state of calmth and quietness and peace as a state of good and normal political relations, there is still a lot of work for the Union to be done. These forms of  peace belong to what is referred to as peace-keeping, a long term process which has to follow up the peace-enforcement and peace-making that has taken place in recent years. One definition of peace which has been assured by the Union though is the peace of mind. Sadly this form of peace is with the inhabitants of the Union. European integration created a strange paradox in which borders are opened on the inside and closed more firmly on the outside. Due to the Schengenpolicy international conflicts like the one in Kosovo will not reach our doorstep.. Refugees from all over the world are either being ‘helped’ within their region or will simply be refused at our borders. We can sleep well and have our peace of mind, knowing the refugees we call illigal immigrants will be stopped at the borders of our “Fort Europe”.

